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COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE UPDATE TO AUGUST 17, 2022 (8:30 a.m.) 

 

Correspondence 

(1) P. Hundal, August 12, 2022, regarding “Further concerns opposing logging  
in Upper lands” 

(2) Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society, August 16, 2022, regarding 
“Átl’ka7tsem/Howe Sound Unity Plan Feedback” 

Correspondence from Other Governments and Government Agencies 

(3) P. Weiler, M.P. (West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country),  
August 12, 2022, regarding “Budget 2022 Public Consultations” 

Responses to Correspondence 

No items. 
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August 15, 2022

To: West Vancouver Council

Re: Nchu’ú7mut/Unity Plan Discussion Paper

This letter is an invitation for feedback on the Discussion Paper for the Nchu’ú7mut/Unity Plan for the
Átl'ka7tsem/Howe Sound UNESCO (AHSUBR) Biosphere Region.

Background

As was referenced at the Howe Sound Community Forum in October 2021 and April 2022, the next step
for the Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society (HSBRIS) is to develop the plan that will allow it
to manage AHSUBR over the ensuing years as it moves towards the ten-year review by UNESCO. The plan
will outline the collective long-term vision for Átl'ka7tsem/ Howe Sound and a roadmap for how to get
there.

HSBRIS has named the management plan the Nchu’u ́7mut/Unity Plan, in response to UNESCO’s
acknowledgement that:

“The main objectives of the proposed biosphere reserve are to establish and manage an
overarching holistic land and marine use plan for the Átl’ka7tsem/ Howe Sound region that is
mutually recognized and respected by First Nations, civil society, stakeholders and all levels of
government, to protect and conserve biodiversity in the region and to be a model for best
practices and a place where people live in harmony with nature by bringing together First
Nations, NGOs, academia, industry and civil society.”

As such, HSBRIS is seeking input that will contribute to AHSUBR’s ongoing management. To facilitate this,
a Discussion Paper and Feedback Form were prepared and distributed widely.

Request to Mayor and Council

As a local government within the AHSUBR, your input is critical to plan development. We invite Mayor
and Council and/or relevant District staff to read the 13-page Discussion Paper and to submit feedback to
HSBRIS. To meet with the plan development timeline, submissions should be received before October
31st, 2022.

It can be noted that this process was included under item #6 in the DRAFT Memorandum of
Understanding presented to Mayor and Council in June.

“Support the Principles of Cooperation and the Nchu'ú7mut/Unity Plan through the contribution
of information.”

CONTINUED…
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To facilitate the feedback process we are hosting a series of webinar and in-person events:

Virtual Zoom webinar:

● Wednesday, August 31st, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
● Thursday September 8th, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

To RSVP for either of these webinars, please contact howesoundbri@gmail.com or click on the links to
register.

An in-person event is being planned for Saturday, October 1st, 2022, at the Gleneagles Community
Centre in Horseshoe Bay. Invitations to follow.

It is also possible to arrange for a webinar at your convenience.

The Discussion Paper is attached with this correspondence, but can also be found here along with the
online feedback form and information on the plan development process on the HSBRIS website.

On behalf of HSBRIS, I would like to thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely.

Ruth Simons
President, Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society
howesoundbri@gmail.com 

PO Box 465
Lions Bay, B.C.
V0N 2E0

Enclosures:

● Nchu’ú7mut/Unity Plan Discussion Paper
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2. Message from Ruth Simons, Project Lead
Becoming Canada’s 19th 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve is 
both a prestigious honour and a 
great responsibility—one we are 
embracing with perseverance 
and optimism.

As the Howe Sound Biosphere 
Region Initiative Society, 
we are responsible for 
the management of the 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 
Our mandate is to support 
biodiversity conservation; 
facilitate education, research, 
and monitoring; and work with 
our broader community to 
foster sustainable development. 
UNESCO will be assessing our 
progress through rigorous 
periodic reviews every 10 years.

In order to further our work in these areas, we need a comprehensive and unified plan for 
the Átl’ka7tsem/Howe Sound Biosphere Region to guide how we move forward. Much of the 
content of the plan will be drawn from our 2020 UNESCO nomination document. We are 
referring to our management plan as the Nchu’ú7mut/Unity Plan. It is the next step in our 
journey towards a holistic land and marine use plan for this watershed region.

The engagement process we are undertaking and what we hear, will also inform planning 
and policy development that many others are undertaking in the region.

We are planning for today’s realities and anticipating the needs of tomorrow knowing that 
climate change and biodiversity loss are the two most significant issues influencing our 
collective future.

UNESCO Biosphere Regions strive to strike a balance between the environment and people 
which is why we will be using the lens of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and actions to guide our planning. I am inviting you to provide input on the ideas 
presented in the discussion paper and work together to ensure a healthy future for 
generations to come.

Ruth Simons,
President, Howe Sound Biosphere Region Initiative Society
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Victoria Rae

From: Weiler, Patrick - M.P. <Patrick.Weiler@parl.gc.ca>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 9:39 AM
To: Weiler, Patrick - M.P.
Subject: Budget 2022 Public Consultations

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization from email address Patrick.Weiler@parl.gc.ca. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you validate the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe this e-mail is suspicious, please report 
it to IT by marking it as SPAM. 

Good morning, 

Earlier this week, the Government of Canada published draft legislation to deliver on a number of Budget 2022 
commitments and to move forward with consultations that will advance key budget priorities. 

Canadians are invited to share their views and feedback on the proposed measures as our government works 
toward legislative implementation in the coming months. Please see the following webpage for a full list of 
public consultations that are now open for comment. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Hemmat 

Kevin Hemmat 
Office of Patrick Weiler 
Director of Communications 
West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country 
Office: 604-913-2660 
Cell: 604-353-2550 
Kevin.Hemmat.842@parl.gc.ca 

 Before printing this e-mail, think about the Environment 
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