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From: Judy Roberts [Judy.Roberts @ metrovancouver.org]
Sent: June 5, 2009 11:46 AM
To: Abbotsford; Anmore; Linda Floyd; bim @bimbc.ca; Burnaby; Coquitiam; Lois Jackson:;

Langley, City; Langley, Township; Lions Bay; Ernie Daykin; Wayne Wright; North Vancouver,
City; North Vancouver, District; Pitt Meadows; Port Coquitlam; Port Coquitlam 2; Joe Trasolini;
Malcolm Brodie; Surrey; Vancouver; MayorandCouncil; Judy Forster

Cc: Lori Pilon; bflitton @ abbotsford.ca; cc@vancouver.ca; cjesson @ corp.delta.bc.ca;
cmario @ mapleridge.ca; colleen.rohde @ cityofportmoody.com; Debbie Comis; David Weber;
gordonja@dnv.org; jgilbert@coquitiam.ca; jsowik @ surrey.ca; Tim Harris; klalonde @ bimbc.ca;
ldarcus @ pittmeadows.bc.ca; marg.coulson @ vancouver.ca; mariaharris @telus.net;
pcatlin@tol.bc.ca; pkusack @city.langley.bc.ca; Susan Rauh; Rick Page; Sandra Dowey;
Sheila Scholes; tarthur @ city.whiterock.bc.ca

Subject: Request to endorse resolution on Affordable Housing for UBCM
Attachments: CopyOf_004938107 to Councils re resolution for 2009 UBCM on Afforda.doc

Dear Mayors and Councils - The Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness (RSCH)
asks that your Council consider for endorsement the attached resolution on affordable housing for submission to
the 2009 Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) provincial convention.

Affordable housing and homelessness are critical issues for the Metro Vancouver region and require support and
clear strategies from senior levels of government and other community partners. Much has been done in the last
three years, and much more is needed.

Thank you for your consideration.
Alice Sundberg and Susan Papadionissiou, Co-Chairs, RSCH

If you have any questions or comments please contact
Peter Greenwell, Planner

RSCH staff

Metro Vancouver Homelessness Secretariat
604-436-6740 peter.greenwell@metrovancouver.org
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Greater Vancouver Regional Steering

Committee on Homelessness

c/o Homelessness Seeretariat, Metro Vanconver
L3360 Kingswavy, Burnaby, British Cofwnbia, Canada VIH 3GE
Telephione 604 451-6065 Fux 014 436-696()

Mayor and Council June 3, 2009
Re: Proposed Affordable Housing Resolution for the 2009 UBCM Convention

On behalf of the Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness (RSCH),
we are writing to all Metro Vancouver municipal Councils to support and sponsor the attached
resolution on affordable housing for consideration by the 2009 Union of British Columbia
Municipalities (UBCM) convention. We believe that this resolution builds on the policy paper
titled “Affordable Housing and Homeless Strategy’ that the UBCM endorsed at its convention
last year.

The Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness is a 40-member group
with representatives from all levels of government, non-profit agencies, municipalities, and
advocacy groups that has been at the forefront of the fight against homelessness in Metro
Vancouver since 2000. During this period, our work has centred on generating a co-ordinated,
collaborative approach to alleviating and eliminating homelessness in our region through the
implementation of the Regional Homelessness Plan: Three Ways to Home. The plan focuses
on three key elements of a comprehensive solution to homelessness — affordable housing,
adequate income, and support services.

While we recognize and welcome the increased level of provincial investments in emergency
services, outreach and supportive housing facilities over the last three years, we know that more
still needs to be done, especially if we are to achieve our ultimate objective which is not just '
manage homelessness, but end it. To achieve this, we know that we must increase the supply
of affordable housing as well as provide adequate income and support services to those in

need. Increasing the supply of affordable housing will require increased housing investments
from the Federal and Provincial governments, as well as political leadership from across all
levels of government. It will also require a coordinated plan that includes input from all key
stakeholders along with appropriate levels of funding. These are the measures that are set out
in our resolution and that we are hoping that your Council and the UBCM will endorse.

We appreciate your Council’'s consideration and support for this proposed resolution, and iook
forward to working together to increase the supply of affordable housing and ending
homelessness in our region.

Sincerely,

Dict. Sumdin e Vo) %M

Alice Sundberg and Susan Papadionisiou
Co-Chairs, Greater Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness

United Way of the
Lower Mainland

2170
YanLouveyr

004938107




AFFORDABLE HOUSING

WHEAREAS the provision of and access to affordable housing is vital to support the health and
well-being of individuals, as well as the sustainability of vibrant and diverse communities.

WHEREAS the changes in senior government funding and the withdrawal of Federal funding for
new social housing developments has placed constraints on the construction of new affordable
housing units, combined with demand pressures on the existing stock of adequate affordable
housing, and ongoing tight rental market conditions has meant that there are nearly 133,100
British Columbians who rent and who are in core housing need.

AND WHEREAS leadership, sustained funding, and strong partnerships are required to
increase the supply and diversity of affordable housing across British Columbia:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the UBCM urge the Provincial government and Federal
government to work with community partners to develop a National Affordable Housing Strategy
which includes provisions that respond to the specific needs of British Columbians; and which
provides the necessary long-term funding to support the construction of the full range of
affordable housing choices needed in communities across the Province;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the UBCM urge the Provincial government to continue
to show leadership on this issue through the provision of on-going funding to meet the housing
needs in communities across the Province as well as in ensuring that adequate housing and
supports are in place to better meet the needs of those who are homeless or at risk of.
homelessness. ‘
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